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hristine and Lee Rush recently spoke
te members of the Queensland Law So-
ciety’s International Law and Rela-
tions Section about their very personal
plight to save the life or their youngest son,
Scott, who is on death row in Bali.

Seott was caught taking heroin out of Bali
four years ago. Fronically, when Lee fearnt of
Scott’s plan to undertake this risky exercise he
attempted to have the travel agent cancel the is-
suing of Scott’s ticket and then took steps so
that the Australian Yederal Police were aware
of the pending crime. Unfortanately, the AFP
did not arrest Scott in Austratia but rather
alerted the Indonesian authorities who had him
arrested m Bali with the eight others who were
involved. Initially, Scott was given a lfe sen-
tence but upon appealing the severity of that
had his sentence upgraded fo death.

Christine and Lee are loving parents. They
have raised three sons. Christine is a teacher
and Lee has worked for Telstra for 36 years in

arious reles. When able, they have always
participated in school, church and other com-
munity activifies and had simple aspirations:
To see their boys grow up and then retire to be-
come “grey nomads”. Enomany respects theiss
is a very normal Brisbane family.,

But they have had to endure wiat must be the
worst nightnsare for any parent. What does one
say tozson who asks - “Arg they going to shoot
me”? How does ene cope with waking in the
hope that it was just a nightmare only to dis-
cover, each morning, that the death penalty is
real and that a loved one, who is perfectly
heaithy and witling to make amends for his
nrstakes, may have his life taken away? Chris-
tine speke about the panic attacks that she en-
dures, the heart palpations and breathing diffi-
culties that are experienced when she thinks
ahout the matter too deeply.

Lee described Scoil’s teenage years as chai-
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fenging. Like many young men, Scott has
made some poor choices in life. These choices
led him to committing a serious crime. Scott
has now acknowledged his mistake, tully ac-
cepts that he has broken the law and ought to be
punished, is remorseful and sorry for his ac-
tions. But he asks for a second chance so that he
can make something of his life, help others and
give back to his family and the community that
has supported him.

Friend and cell mate

Scott has one final appeal remaining and is
very grateful for the hard work and dedication
of his legal teans both in Indonesia and Austra-
lia. The Section members who heard firse-hand
of the Rush family’s ordeal asked what assis-
tance could be provided for Scott. They were
informed that one of Scoft’s greatest concerns
is for the plight of his fiiend and cell mate, Ti-
tus, who, like Scoft, is a young man facing exe-
cution by way of firing squad for couriering
drugs.

Unlike Scott, Titus, who is from Nigeria, has
not had the support of experienced lawyers
carefully preparing and presenting his case.
Moreover, there are grounds for arguing that
Titus’ death sentence is based on incorrect
facts. Titus has one appeal remaining and it is
Scott’s wish that his friend also be given the op-
porfunily to be properly beard so that his life
right be spared.

In accordance with Scott’s wish, an Austra-
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lian legal team has been assembled and is inthe
process of putting together Titus” case. The
Australian lawyers are doing so on a pro hono
basis. They have uncovered evidence that gives
tliem confidence that Titus has a strong case
and has been sentenced on the false premise
that he was a regular drug courier and that he
was a citizen of Sierra Leone {rather than Nige-
ria). Indonesian lawyers will need to be briefed
(o present the final appeal to give the case the
best prospect of success.

Recently, | visited Scott and Titus with
Scott’s father, Lee, and Brisbane barrister
Roland Peterson in their Bali prison. Both
young men are located in the prison’s “Beath
Tower™ and the psychological pressure that
they are uader is enormouns. We were told that
Titus smiled for the first fime in about five
years now that he krows that he will have
proper legal representation and be able fo put
evidence and subinissions forward that support
his lite being spared. Aswe leftthe prison Titus
simply said to us - “God bless you.™

Benefit concert
The cost of engaging the Indonesian lawyers is
vepp fiigh as they are wnable fo work pro bono
and accordingly a benefit concert is being or-
panised to raise fiends for Titus’ upcoming ap-
peal. The concert will be led by the Russian vig-
finist Attifla Savetov and a chamber orchestra on
September 20. For detuils on the concert or haw
to provide financial assistance for Tirs'® final
appeal, please contact Roland Peterson’s assis-
tant, Vapessa Smith, on §7 3211 3577 gr email
wsprith@@mortimerchambers.com.
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